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The local Naval Association approached Task Force 72 asking us to put on a
static display up in the Hunter Valley, with the support of Karuah RSL, who put
on some great hospitality, including drink vouchers and a free lunch

President of Vice Allan Pew and local Committee Representative for Fleet
Base Hunter Central were joined by an assortment of locals plus El Presidente
who trekked up from Sydney to support the display.

Wolfgang, Chas, John and Richard joined Peter, Allan and Mike to put on the
display, in total seven members displaying 34 models, with a big thanks to
Dave Rowland and Geoff Eastwood who while they could not be there, loaned
their models to beef up the display.

The models attracted a good crowd of Naval Association Members plus
members of the public, with a particularly welcome visitor being our Patron,
Read Admiral Peter Sinclair (Retired) who lives in the area.




Peter spent almost two hours admiring the models and chatting with members
of Task Force 72, in particular admiring the models of HMA Ships Voyager and
Vampire, having served on both of them before rising to command Vendetta.

The display was supported by the RSL, who loaned a laptop computer tied into
a theatre projector to project images of our ships from a memory stick onto a
large screen for several hours. This was followed by screenings of naval
related videos such as the Victory at Sea series, very appropriate for the
occasion.

The Naval Association was so pleased that another sub branch has already
asked us to put on a display early next year, also in the Hunter region.

Report: Mike James Images: Peter Jones and Mike James
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A small section of the display attracts attention from the public




Loyal class tender Instow, the smallest model on display on the day
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Mumbai dwrfs Kokoda and Orangeville




Aware, the smallest of four RAN patrol boats on display




Two Fremantle
class patrol
boats (both of
HMAS
Wollongong)
and HMAS
Armidale,
demonstrating
the growth in
patrol boast
sizes




Chas’ Royal Navy escort carrier HMS Dasher dominating the centre of the display



Dasher’s bow is a scene of activity as aircraft are recovered



Meanwhile further aft the crew cleans up after a Swordfish comes to grief in the deck edge.



Peter’s coastal tanker Dispatch in its combined diorama / stand / carry case



Four corvettes in WW2 Western Approaches colours, with Mumbai looming in the background



The hull of Peter’s latest project, a merchant from the inter-war period, takes shape



Wolfgang's partially completed WW2 RAN Sloop Yarra, sporting a nice camouflage scheme



Read Admiral Sinclair taking a keen interest in the Daring class destroyers on display



Peter Sinclair concentrates on the models, ignoring the annoying ravings of El Presidente



Captain Renault’s
phrase from
Casablanca about
the ‘Usual
Suspects’ comes to
mind.

Richard Dawson,
Chas Baxter, Allan
Pew, Wolfgang
Neibart, Peter
Jones and John
Hughes relax after
a long day.



