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Another Wentworth Falls run, setting off with high hopes for a good day, only 
to be dashed by the Blue Mountain’s changeable weather. 
 
The weather in Sydney was reasonable, and upon arrival (after a crawl 
through a long series of roadwork’s on the run up through the middle of the 
Mountains) the weather was fine, if a little blowy. 
 
Carl, Michel, Phil and Mike from Sydney joined local representative John 
Konda, with Alan and Peter making the trek from the Central Coast for a day’s 
sail. 
 
The chop was pretty severe, with some models taking water inside the hull just 
sitting at the buoy.  
 
Phil’s corvette Arabis and Carl’s Alfa class sub both braved the worst of the 
conditions, however most of us were happy to sit and chat, with the occasional 
run interspersed. 
 



 

Dark clouds to the west were a bit of a concern, more so when the Mr Whippy 
man drove up and informed us that the weather bureau had issued a storm 
warning for the upper mountains, with a strong chance of hail. 
 
Chef Peter did the honours to an appreciative audience, the WWF special of 
snags on a roll, and boy they tasted great in the face of a rapidly chilling wind. 
 
With lunch behind us the consensus was we would wrap up early to escape 
the worst of the storm, which was looming rapidly. We were wrapped up 
before 1PM, with the rain arriving by 2PM and small hail by 3PM. 
 
Report: Mike James, images: Michel Elst and Mike James 



 

 
Taragiri on her beam ends, a fairly regular occurrence in the blustery conditions 



 

Two shots of Arabis making heavy work through 
the big swell  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If it hadn’t been sunny in these 
shots it would have looked very 
North Atlantic 1941 



 

 
Carl’s Alfa, K373, passes close to Taragiri on a pass through the anchorage 



 

 
Taragiri once again, demonstrating the colour of her anti-fouling 



 

 
Some of the lovely detail work on John’s Dzerzhinsky 



 

 
Dzerzhinsky’s bridge, directors, radars, RBU’s and forward SAM launcher 



 

 
A consequence of operating in a North Atlantic gale, Phil drying out Arabis 



 

 
Carl carrying out some minor adjustments to his Akula on the bank 



 

 
Later K373 joined some benchwarmers, models that decided it was too rough to go out 



 

 
Close up of the sail on K373, most Soviet attack subs did not have names, only numbers 



 

 
Peter’s Wilcannia made slow but mostly dry progress all day. 



 

 
Allan’s Daring class destroyer HMS Decoy was content to ride out the conditions at the buoy 


