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After last year’s exceptional display, Task Force 72 was ‘rewarded’ with a 
location right in front of the main doors, where everyone would see us. The 
down side was that we were given a significantly smaller space, so the word 
went out, leave the big ships at home, we have a smaller space so bring 
smaller ships.  
 
Well that was the plan, there’s always someone who doesn’t get the word…. 
 
When we turned up it was to be told that we were not going where we were 
promised, instead we were banished to a back corner. Equally unfortunate the 
exhibitors next to us, a R/C aircraft club, didn’t turn up, leaving TF-72 with a 
very big hole to fill. 
 
Fortunately Wolfgang and his 1:72 model of Yamato rode to the rescue (small 
ships only huh?). Yamato successfully anchored our display and made a big 
empty area look a lot less empty (70,000 tons of battleship can do that). 
 



 

The display was heavy on exhibits from Fleet Base Hunter Central members, 
as you would expect, with a few Sydneysiders such as Geoff and Mike making 
the trip up the F3 to bulk up the numbers. 
 
In keeping with our original plans, the display was full of smaller models, 
mostly frigates, OPVs and patrol boats, with Geoff adding his ferries, Cape 
Don, Wyuna, his partially completed ‘60 miler’ coastal freighter, Birchgrove 
Park and the Daring class destroyer Voyager. 
 
We had two RN Type 21 frigates on display, sister ships Ardent (Malcolm 
Bearnz) and Avenger (Ian Howard), together a small collection of WW2 
corvettes from Richard Dawson, including his almost complete and very nice 
scratch built Castle Class frigate, HMCS Orangeville, while John Hughes’ 
HMAS Hawkesbury added to the escort fleet. 
 
Several of Vice President Pew’s Indian fleet were on display, as were his two 
MPC corvettes, making a rare deployment from Allan’s display shelves. 
 



 

The pre WW1 era was well represented, with Chas Baxter’s Victorian era-
cruisers Kent and Sentinel on display.  
 
Other models on display included Jim Campion’s Anzac class frigate 
Parramatta and Mike’s Australian Coast Guard Cutter Nemesis and RAN 
patrol boat Wollongong. 
 
The Our Town show was a mixed bag once again, with plenty of interest to the 
train buff (and the budding collector, with Allan adding another steam engine to 
his collection), the plastic kit builder, model car enthusiasts and of course ship 
lovers. 
 
There were at least five model boat clubs on display, including the Newcastle 
Club with their wading pool-based display attracting large crowds for their 
display. Watching the huge 1:100 Iron Newcastle being manoeuvred around 
the pool by an attendant fleet of tugs always attracts attention. 
 



 

All in all not a bad weekend, marred a bit by some messed up organisation on 
the organisers part. We would have had a very impressive display if given the 
smaller, more prominent space we were promised, with more notice we could 
have gotten some larger models to fill the very much larger space that we 
were given. 
 
Better luck next year.  
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A view over part of the TF-72 display 

 



 

 
Ian Howard’s Type 21 frigate HMS Avenger 



 

 
Allan’s Indian Navy Pauk class corvette Ajay 



 

 
A small selection of Geoff’s impressive contribution to the display 



 

 
Yamato dominating the display, and members’ attention 



 

 
Richard’s very nice scratch built Castle Class corvette, HMCS Orangeville, based on an APS hull 



 

 
Caledonian Vanguard, part of the Newcastle water-born display 



 

 
A close up of the detail on Yamato’s turrets 



 

 
 
 

A shot up the front of our display, with Cape Don 
and Wyuna in the foreground 



 

 
Malcolm’s Type 21 HMS Ardent, alongside her sister Avenger 



 

 
Representing a very different age of war at sea, Chas’ pre-WW1 cruiser HMS Kent 



 

 
Newcastle’s tug handling displays drew appreciative crowds throughout the day 

 



 

 
Some particularly inspired model railroad display scenery 



 

 

 
The model railroader had apparently worked with Russ French to get the display right



 

 
 
 

To bring the report to a close, what better than 
the back end of a very, very large model. 

 
 


