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Sunday was supposed to be a bit of a wash out over here in Perth, but the 
weather came through with a beautiful day instead to greet Jim and Ada 
Warren from FBGW who are over in WA at the moment.   
 
With friendly conversations all round, Jim and Bruce Woods seem to strike up 
a particular conversation over their love of the old Daring’s in the RAN, with 
Bruce building Vendetta and Jim building Vampire.   
 
Bruce also has an excellent gunnery system built into Vendetta where he 
trains the gunnery director at it’s target and a few seconds later the guns in 
scale time train to this point also, as seen with a broadside on HMS Mersey.   
 
Speaking of HMS Mersey she had her bow thruster working again for the first 
time in a while, as it’s ESC had been borrowed for another ship and it took a 
while to get around to purchasing and installing another one. 
 
Also going for her first run was Hillary Rue’s PT109, this little boat is tiny, with 
5 ships out on the water today (HMS Cornwall, HMAS Derwent, HMS Mersey, 



 

PT109 and HMAS Vendetta) the bigger ships had to be careful of this little 
boat as it was hard to see at a distance and could easily have been driven 
over.  Although PT109 is small, slow it isn’t, being capable of making a bow 
wave half the size of the boat itself.     
 
PT109 is a testament of Hillary’s engineering skills, as she has twin props and 
motors and reliably ran for 40mins without an issue, including being swamped 
by bow waves from larger vessels. 
 
Report and images: Rob Ritchie 



 

 
Five of the Fleet Base West fleet out on the water 

 



 

 
Lovely shot of the Type 42 frigate HMS Cornwall on the water 



 

 
PT 109 up on the plane and sending up a huge bow wave 

 



 

 
Bruce’s Vendetta cruising the placid waters 



 

 
Mersey demonstrating her newly repaired bow thruster 



 

 
Heave to and prepare to be boarded! Vendetta demonstrating her training main armament 



 

 
Derwent with PT109 living dangerously 



 

 
PT109 in a rare moment at rest 



 

 
Bruce’s partially completed Vendetta at rest 



 

 
A nice comparison between Mersey and PT109, given Mersey’s really not all that large 



 

 
Glenn’s model of the RAN DE Derwent, appropriate as the real thing spent many years in the West  


