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The annual open day was held in superb weather conditions at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy (ADFA) between 0900 and 1600 on Saturday 28 
August 2010. 
 
As usual, TF 72 mounted a working and static display by the ADFA Pool. TF 
72 attendees and their ships were Russ French (HMAS Hobart III) who 
organised the event with ADFA, David Peterson (HMAS Parramatta III), Peter 
Cole (HMAS Quickmatch, HMS Leopard, HMAS Murchison, HMAS Hawk and 
HMAS Betano), Alex Goodieson (HMAS Vampire) and Cameron Glassford 
(Irish OPV and sub operating gear).  
 
TF 72 numbers were well down on past events with Russ the only out-of-
towner.  We hope that this will improve in the future. In particular the lack of an 
operating submarine, especially a Collins class, was a disappointment. 
 
As usual ADFA looked after us well with lunch in the Cadet's mess, tables in a 
prime position and scheduled slots in the official program along with good 
signage. 



 

 
The big interest of the day was Russ French's Air Warfare Destroyer HMAS 
Hobart (III), which got particular attention from the ADFA Midshipmen who 
hope to one day serve in her. Sadly Hobart was not running on this occasion. 
 
Running in the pool was a pleasure - it is quite large and can accommodate 
quite a few ships at the one time.  We had a large number of enthusiastic 
spectators while the ADFA film crew had a special movie op with the ships 
underway. 
 
The TF 72 display at ADFA is designed to show the cadets and their families / 
visitors models of former and current RAN vessels as well as other naval 
vessels of interest.   
 
We had continuous inquiries from a wide range of people, ranging from the 
public to the tree services. One particular visitor of note was Lieutenant-
General David Hurley, Vice Chief of the Defence Force. 
 



 

We received a sincere statement of appreciation from the ADFA Commandant, 
Commodore Klafer, who personally came to the pool thank us at the end of the 
day and we learned from him that we have a strong supporter for our presence 
in Rear-Admiral James Goldrick who, as usual, arrived early and carefully 
viewed each model. 
 
This event proved what a great day ADFA Open Day can be and attendance 
at next year's ADFA Open Day is recommended for those who would like to 
see their ships displayed before a very interested and appreciative audience. 
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Cameron pictured with David’s DE, HMAS Parramatta III 

 



 

 
Russ chatting with some Navy cadets hopeful of one day serving on the real HMAS Hobart 



 

 
Peter, sitting back and taking it easy, with a diverse display of his RAN and RN warships on display 



 

 
Hobart on display in the sun; hopefully out on the water soon? 



 

 
Cameron’s Irish OPV Kilkenny and the watertight cylinder from a radio-controlled submarine on display 


