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Well it was another fine day in Western Australia for FBP to meet up at 
Sanctuary Waters Estate.  Fleet Base Perth is still in its infancy, with only a 
few completed ships, today though marked the launch of two new warships 
that hit the water for the first time today.   
 
Glen Howells HMAS Derwent entered the water, although it was for ballasting 
purposes only and Richard Killick has his Bathurst Class Corvette HMAS 
Fremantle in the water for its first run, which went trouble free I might add.   
 
We also had the usual showing of Hillary Rue’s Perkasa planning along at 
speed and the Royal Navy combination of HMS Cornwall and HMS Mersey, 
although Mersey only lasted 15mins as her owner forgot to recharge her 
battery from the previous runs.   
 
With the addition of these two fine ships, it brings the fleet base up to 8 ships 
now in the water, with another 5 either on order or starting to be built but not 
yet wet.   
 



 

A major obstacle also appeared in the water, an old cathode ray tube 
computer monitor floating like an iceberg in the lake.   
 
This navigation hazard was duly pushed closer to the edge by Hillary and his 
American style harbour tug until what appeared to be its cable seemed to get 
caught on the bottom and snagged, anchoring it firmly. 
 
All in all it was a great day, and great to see some new ships hitting the water 
and expanding fleet base Perth’s fleet. 
 
Report and images: Rob Ritchie 



 

 
Royal Navy Offshore Patrol Vessel HMS Mersey at the buoy 

 



 

 
Glen’s Derwent undergoing ballasting trials 



 

 
Type 22 frigate HMS Cornwall on patrol on Sanctuary Waters  



 

 
Richard’s Bathurst class corvette Fremantle takes to the water for preliminary sea trials 



 

 
Hillary’s tug is despatched to deal with a hazard to navigation 



 

 
Rob’s HMS Cornwall drifts with the wind 



 

 
Hillary’s Perkasa class torpedo boat carves through Sanctuary Waters 



 

 
 
 

Looking into Derwent as she sits awaiting her 
ballast trials. 

 
The RAN’s Destroyer Escorts have proven 

remarkably popular as models, with APS selling a 
large number over the years. 



 

 
An impromptu but convenient set-up bench for the run 



 

 
HMS Cornwall, a Royal Navy Type 22 Batch 3 frigate, displays a NATO funnel badge highlighting her 

attachment to NATO’s Standing Naval Force Atlantic (STANAVFORLANT) 


