
 

 
TASK FORCE 72 

 Scale Model Ship Association Inc. 
 

P.O. Box 508, 
Forestville, NSW, 2087 

Ph:  (02) 9945 1371 �
�

MISSION REPORT 
 

WAGGA WAGGA  
 

SATURDAY 12 & SUNDAY 13 JUNE 2010 �
 



 

The Queen’s Birthday long weekend provided the time and the Oasis Leisure 
Centre in Wagga provided the venue for the annual Carriers and Escorts 
weekend. 
 
Task Force 72 members came from far and wide to participate, with members 
from South Australia, Victoria, the ACT, NSW and even a geographically 
challenged Queenslander now resident in the ACT turning up. 
 
Kerry’s carrier HMAS Melbourne, fresh from a refit, was the usual centre of 
attention, however she had to share centre stage with a newcomer. Not yet 
finished but dominating the Oasis pool through a combination of size, bulk and 
sheer speed Bruce Steven’s USS Long Beach was very impressive. Given the 
speed she was doing through the water it looked like the model had the same 
nuclear power plant as the original. 
 
Local models predominated, with Melbourne joined by Graham Pack’s HMAS 
Anzac, Kerry and Brian’s HMNZS Waikato and Steve Bacheldor’s flotilla of 
smaller models. Honorary Fleet Base Wagga member Craig Laughton was in 



 

attendance however his Enterprise was still in the dry-dock, undergoing a refit 
and upgrade, his experience driving carriers was not wasted however, with 
Craig helming Melbourne throughout much of the weekend. 
 
The highlight of the weekend had to be the outstanding hospitality offered by 
the members of Fleet Base Wagga, with a fantastic meal hosted at ‘Chez 
Pack’. While the night was freezing, the warmth of the hospitality more than 
made up for it (helped by three small bonfires for warmth). 
 
Sunday dawned chilly but the crystal-clear sky saw the sun soon warming 
everyone up (not to mention the mad local from Tumbarumba wandering 
around in short sleeves). Russ had his model of the AWD Hobart out on the 
water (only problem was the radio gear hadn’t arrived yet) however Karl 
Maurer’s WW1 fleet tug Roll Call was available to provide some motive power. 
 
This was my first time attending the Carriers and Escorts weekend, however it 
definitely won’t be my last. A good venue right in the centre of town, great 
sailing and some wonderful hospitality. 



 

 
Next year’s event is scheduled for the Easter weekend and I would 
recommend it for every member of Task Force 72 who can get there, you 
won’t be disappointed. 
 
Report: Mike James, Michel Elst and Mike James 



 

 
Phil Chapman’s colourfully camouflaged Flower class HMS Arabis drifts in the Oasis pool 



 

 
Graham’s HMS Anzac crossing the pool at high speed, a familiar sight all weekend 



 

 

 
Bruce’s Long Beach with a full head of steam up, with a decidedly non-scale bow wave 



 

 

 
Steve’s O boat in difficulties with Nemesis standing by, before the engineers found forward gear 



 

 
Kerry’s Melbourne, fresh from a refit and sailing under the command of Captain Laughton 



 

 
Anzac tied up to a neat wharf at poolside, relieving the need to reach into the icy water to retrieve models 



 

 
Phil’s Arabis trailing Bruce’s Long Beach, a contrast in sizes 



 

 
Melbourne at poolside, where the flow of water into the pool-edge drains keeps her safely there 



 

 
Melbourne from a ‘pier side’ perspective 



 

 
Steve’s Brunei cruises the calm waters of the pool (obviously the big ships were not out running) 



 

 
Kokoda in the somewhat choppier waters that prevailed during the day when the big ships ran 



 

 
Arabis and Nemesis out on the water, helping provide some action for the Prime TV cameraman 



 

 
After dinner with Steve chatting to Martin and Linda Borg from Victoria while Michel and Graham listen in 



 

 
Everyone clustering around the fire, you know it’s cold when the Tumbarumba contingent’s wearing a jacket 



 

 
Russ’s Hobart rests (drifts) on the dead calm waters of the Oasis outdoor pool 



 

 
Karl’s Roll Call arrives to provide Hobart with some motive power 



 

 
Steve’s Bathurst class corvette HMAS Wollongong, one of three Wollongong’s to sail on the weekend 



 

 

 
HMNZS Waikato cruises the Oasis pool 



 

 
A fitting end to the Carriers and Escorts run, Melbourne out running on the pool, as she had all weekend 


