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Following the abysmal weather experienced the last time TF-72 ran at 
Wentworth Falls, it was fingers crossed as we packed the car and headed up 
the long drive through the picturesque Blue Mountains. 
 
The sky was clear, however the temperature was cold enough to perform a 
traditional style of surgery on brass monkeys, barely making it into double 
figures all day. 
 
That said the day was a great success, with more than half a dozen members 
making the trek, including Allan Pew, John Konda, Phil Chapman, Michel Elst, 
Job Bridge, Peter Jones and Mike James. 
 
One of the highlights of any running day is seeing the first outing of a new 
model and Peter Jones brought up his coastal steamer Sandpiper. She is still 
a long way from finished, however Sandpiper is fitted with something Peter 
has been working on for quite some time; a working anchor winch. 
 



 

The system is operated via a standard servo, operating a drum in the bow, 
around which the anchor chain is wound. The anchor itself is not heavy 
enough to hold the ship alone, however when combined with a decent length 
of anchor chain paid out across the bottom, the system works well. It won’t 
hold Sandpiper in a really stiff breeze, but should work well in anything less. 
 
Peter is still working the kinks out of the system, so no orders for anchor 
systems just yet �  
 
As the photos attest, despite the chill in the air, the conditions on the water 
were near perfect, allowing a great days sailing. The usual TF-72 running day 
lunch special of hot sausages on rolls went down a treat, thanks to John for 
the catering and Peter for the Chef duties. 
 
Report: Mike James, images Michel Elst, Mike James 



 

 
Arabis making stately progress though the calm 

waters of the Lake



 

 
Taragiri being driven in Al’s inimitable style 



 

 
Cold war foes Dzerzhinsky and fearless lie at anchor 



 

 
Mike’s Nemesis negotiates the anchorage 



 

 
Peter’s anti-submarine escort Wilcannia waits her turn to get wet 



 

 
Aerial shot of Wollongong turning in the afternoon sun 



 

 
Phil’s Arabis lies at the buoy in the placid (and cold!) waters of Wentworth Falls Lake 



 

  
Michel’s 1:48 scale Nanuchka on patrol 



 

 
Jon’s amphibious assault ship HMS Fearless with a full flight deck of Wessex helicopters 



 

 
John’s Dzerzhinsky cutting through the chilly waters of the Lake  



 

 
Jon attempting to drive and shoot at the same time 



 

 
Peter preparing Sandpiper for her anchor winch test 



 

 
The anchor drops to the bottom 



 

 
Slow astern to pay out the cable 



 

 
The cable at long stay as Peter raises the anchor 



 

 
Atmospheric shot of Allan’s Taragiri as the day winds to a close 



 

 
Phil’s Flower class corvette HMS Arabis sails into 
the late afternoon sunset as the day comes to an 

end 


