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Well the 18th April marked our appearance at Sanctuary Waters estate once 
again; it also marked the beginning of the colder weather coming in.  Although 
it was bright and sunny, the warmth has gone from the waters of the lake and 
rubber boats and jeans are coming back into fashion.   
 
It was a smooth day of sailing with only the one incident involving the North 
Sea supply/dive support vessel Seabex One. 
 
Seabex One, which is in the process of being restored after being bought 2nd 
hand, sailed on her maiden trials and although they started out well, she broke 
down 20mins later and Hillary Rue’s tug was dispatched to push her back into 
shore.   

I bought the model from a deceased estate and I’m slowly restoring her after 
years of neglect, actually I would swear she spent several years sitting next to 
a deep fat fryer, she was covered in it. 

 



 

I have built a crane, hooked up the lights, put in its propulsion etc. Eventually I 
plan to be finish Seabex One with working navigation lights, fire hoses, a 
crane and derrick above her moon pool, making her an interesting ship 
amongst the growing grey fleet of FBP.   

The rest of day consisted of many conversations along with HMS Cornwall, 
Manchester and Mersey sailing in company for manoeuvres.   

All in all a great day was had. 
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HMS Cornwall, a Type 22 batch frigate of the Royal Navy makes a high speed pass 

 



 

 
River class Offshore Patrol Vessel HMS Mersey heads straight for the camera 



 

 
Rob’s partially restored offshore support and supply vessel Seabex One heads out on trials 



 

 
Seabex far out to sea, when trouble strikes 



 

 
Fortunately Hilary’s tug is ready to respond to a ship in distress 



 

 
Cornwall rests at the buoy 



 

 
Mersey reverses out for some Officer of the Watch Manoeuvres (OOWMAN) 



 

 
Type 23 destroyer HMS Manchester leaves the anchorage 

 



 

 
Cornwall and Manchester await Mersey’s arrival 



 

 

 
The RN manoeuvres together, there’s an awful lot of RN over in the West, is it because it’s the closest Fleet 

Base to the UK? 



 

  
Enjoying the tranquillity of the aptly named Sanctuary Waters 


