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Our long-awaited ACT Sub Regatta took place in perfect weather conditions, 
and did not disappoint. A number of Task Force 72 members attended the 
event, which was supported by the ACT Model Boat Club. 
 
There were a number of new vessels in this years event, the most massive 
being Brad Van Epp's Typhoon (formerly Carl Linkenbach's sub), which 
performed beautifully, given it's size. There were a handful of 1:72 Type V11 u-
boats, a couple of 1:72 Gato's, and two Collins submarines. One interesting 
trend is the increasing number of converted 1:72 kit model submarines, all of 
which looked outstanding.  
 
Dave Hughes was back with his two Swedish subs and his Chinese SSBN. 
Jim Russell returned with his Collins and Los Angeles class subs while Craig 
Laughton's Los Angeles class sub ran flawlessly. 
 
John Slater's new Collins performed well on her debut sail, considering all the 
last-minute preparations that poor John had to undertake to fit a working 



 

torpedo system in situ. Alas, after an initially promising quadruple torpedo 
launch, the electrics decided to take a holiday! The sub however performed 
well, and fortunately, had been balanced to sail without the torpedo system on 
board as well. 
 
David Batagol's USS Greeneville, now operating with twin missile launchers, 
managed to let off about 15 salvos, or thirty shots, with only one 'hung missile' 
for the afternoon. His Collins had to don learner's plates, with son Lewis at the 
controls, and lost a fin during the afternoon following a collision with the floor of 
the pool. 
 
The obligatory minefield was in operation again, and during proceedings, Dave 
Manning's Gato suffered major structural damage to it's conning tower, and 
limped back to base with the tower hanging on by only a few strands of marine 
superglue. 
 
But without a doubt, the show was well and truly stolen, not for the first time, 
by a surface ship – Jim Campion’s Flower Class Corvette. Already a seasoned 



 

performer, having taken a fatal torpedo hit in 2008, Jims ship was blown away 
by the event... literally! One minute it was picking it's way through the 
minefield, and the next, it did a 'HMS Hood', just gone in a puff of smoke and 
clatter of debris! A somewhat shocked and chastened Pat Drake tried his best 
to look inconspicuous, but Pat, that's not possible when you are a pyrotechnics 
GOD!  
 
Jim was completely unfazed, and after the rescue boat recovered the 
wreckage, he reconstructed the shattered remnants of his hull and was able to 
make a complete forensic analysis for any future Board of Enquiry. 
 
A great Sub Regatta, definitely the best to date, a real credit to Karl Maurer 
and the ACT Model Boat Club, thanks guys. Thanks to all those who sent me 
photos as well. Any more would be appreciated, as mine are a bit Batagol-
centric. 
 
Report: David Batagol Images: Brian McCrowe, Karl Maurer, David Batagol 
and Lewis Meadows-Batagol 



 

 
 
  

Some still shots of twin launches from USS Greeneville. 
Greeneville launched about 30 missiles on Saturday 
with only one failing to get airborne 
 



 

 
Brad Van Epp's monster Typhoon class sub; definitely the biggest thing in the pool.  

It handled surprisingly well for such a big craft 



 

 
This beautifully detailed kit of a WW2 Japanese submarine, a new Hasegawa offering. I am not sure of the name 

of the gent who owned it, but it looked so good I am very tempted to buy one myself 



 

 
Dave Manning's Type VII in the foreground, with his now-scarred GATO in the background 



 

 
Where did it go? Jim Campion's Flower Class Corvette rests on the bottom, note the rescue sub investigating 

the wreckage 



 

 
Yet another double missile launch



 

 
Kaboom! The explosion that claimed Jim Campion’s Flower class corvette. 



 

 
The view from the surface.



 

Interesting sequence of photos of a missile launch from Brian McCrowe's camera  


