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Fleet Base Gulf Water’'s March running day at West Lakes started out with fine
& sunny conditions, although there was a slight north / north-westerly breeze
blowing, hence the slight choppy conditions. Once the Gazebo was erected, it
was down to sailing.

Had one slight mishap when a dinghy went past and created a wash, which
ended up swamping Vampire and her taking on a bit of water, causing it to run
a bit erratically, not so much due to the water in the hull, which was mostly
removed, more so the effect of electrical joints still having moisture in them.

In addition, we had new Fleet Base Gulf Waters member, Bruce Stevens,

bring his scratch-built nuclear cruiser hull, USS Long Beach, for a test run,
which was quite impressive, especially considering the bow wave created

under a power trial.

A BBQ lunch was enjoyed by all, as well as a drop in the wind, which saw the
lake turn into a millpond which, as is always the way, occurred just as we were
about to pack everything up.




Oh well, maybe we will be able to enjoy those conditions next time.

Report and images: Jim Warren
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FBGW Crew (L -R) Vince Capruso, Warner Van Laatu m, Tom (visitor), Graham Donnell, Scoft Rice,
Bruce Stevens(New member), Richard (future member), Brenton Hancock, Jim Warren
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' Hood, Long Beach and Scott attractlng some mterest




Jim and Graham getting the BBQ lunch ready




Long Beach easily handling the morning’s sloppy conditions



Guided Missile Frigate HMAS Sydney making good progress



Another shot showing the FBGW fleet under construction



HMAS Sydney and USS Scott together



They may be still building but this Flower class corvette and Sydney are attracting attention



Battle Class Destroyer HMAS Tobruk catches a visitor's eye



Future Anzac frigate, FFG and Flower class corvette under construction



As conditions improved Long Beach continued to show a clean pair of heels



