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On Saturday 13 March 2010, a group of Task Force 72 members gathered at
Wentworth Falls Lake in the beautiful Blue Mountains west of Sydney for a
BBQ lunch and to sail and chat ships and modelling.

The weather was perfect for sailing with the lake in fine form thanks to recent
rainfall. It was a little windy at times, however the breeze merely provided a
challenge to the diverse fleet of ships, which took to the water at Task Force
72’s premier sailing venue for a very enjoyable day of sailing.

The ships on the water varied from World War 2 era corvettes and smaller
ships to large Cold War frigates and destroyers. John Hughes (USS Kiowa, or
USS “Two Dogs” due to a rather amusing detail on her forecastle) and Peter
Jones (HMAS Wilcannia) sailed their smaller ships. Wilcannia in particular is a
lovely model that Peter has recently completed.

They were joined by Allan Pew’s Flower class corvette HMS Heather. These
beautiful smaller ships contrasted well with the larger and more modern ships
of the Indian and Russian Navies, which joined them in the anchorage.




Allan’s INS Taragiri is a regular performer at Task Force 72 events and she
was joined on the water by 4 major warships Russian origin which included
John Konda's magnificent and award winning Krivak Il frigate KGB
Dzerzhinsky, and Carl Linkenbagh’'s Storezhevoi (Krivak | class frigate),
Nastoychivy (Sovremenny class destroyer) and Admiral Vinogradov (Udaloy |
class destroyer).

The Russian ships certainly looked the part together on the water and it
provided some excellent opportunities to photograph them in company.

Long time members Geoff Eastwood and David Rowlands joined us, albeit
without ships, as did new member Doug Berryhill. After an excellent BBQ
lunch prepared by our resident chef Peter, the ships took to the water again,
the highlight being a set of Officer of the Watch Manoeuvres with Taragiri,
Dzerzhinsky and Storezhevoi sailing in company, much to the delight of
several people using the park adjacent to the lake who commented, as always,
on the quality of the models on display.




With the wind increasing and the temperature decreasing, the marauding
warships left the ducks to their lake at around 4pm and we headed home.

Thanks very much to John Konda for organising a most enjoyable day of
sailing.

Report and images: Carl Linkenbagh




Carl's Nastoychivy (Sovremenny class) and Admiral Vinogradov (Udaloy class)




Admiral Vinogradov seen from Nastoychivy
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Peters Wilcannia, a merchant ship that served in WW2 as an anti submarine escort




Storezhevoi (closest), Taragiri and Dzerzhinsky manoeuvre together




The Russian Red Banner South Pacific Fleet at anchor



John’s award-winning Krivak Il frigate Dzerzhinsky, named after ‘Iron Feliks’ Dzerzhinsky, founder of the KGB.
The real ship served with the KGB Border Guards, stopping people escaping the old Soviet Union



Dzerzhinsky, with Storezhevoi and Vinogradov behind in the anchorage



Taragiri with Vinogradov in the gathering gloom



Three frigates manoeuvring together as the sky turns darker late in the afternoon



Two navies conducting OOWMAN (Officer of the Watch Manoeuvres) together



Allan’s Indian Leander class frigate Taragiri rests at the buoy



Dzerzhinsky at the buoy with Storezhevoi resting further out



Carl's Storezhevoi in the lighter shade used by the Russian Navy’s Baltic-based ships, with Vinogradov in the
darker colours of the Pacific fleet lying astern as both ships swing at the buoy



The menacing bulk of the Udaloy class antisubmarine destroyer Admiral Vinogradov



