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Sunday the 21st of February saw Fleet Base Perth join up once again at 
Sanctuary Waters.  The day was perfect for sailing with a clear sky and warm 
weather.  The lake was down a bit on water which happens a lot in Perth over 
summer time, but there was still easily enough to go sailing in.   
 
Today marked two events.  On the positive side, the sea trials of FBP’s newest 
ship, the Type 22 Batch 3 Frigate HMS Cornwall (The other 3 of the class are 
at various stages of construction in the Eastern states). 
 
Cornwall was rigorously put through her paces and did not disappoint, proving 
reliable throughout the day with good speed, manoeuvrability and stability. 
Joining Cornwall’s sea trials were HMS Manchester (Andrew Kemp), HMS 
Mersey (sailed by Glenn Howells) and HMAS Darwin (Pete Pawlette), with 
Hillary Rue and his Perkasa showing up later. 
 
The second event was that this marked the last time Pete would be sailing with 
us for a while, although actively staying a member, he will be moving up North 



 

to work for a couple of years, so his sailing time will be limited from now on.  
Sad to see you go Pete. 
 
All in all the day was a success with Sanctuary Waters a favourite among FBP 
members. 
 

 
Report and images: Rob Ritchie 



 

 
The anchorage, showing just how far down the water level is 

 



 

 
Offshore Patrol Vessel HMS Mersey at speed  



 

 
HMAS Darwin, under construction and underway 



 

 
Cornwall on full power trials 



 

 
Evocative shot showing HMS Manchester to best advantage 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HMS Mersey at the buoy, with Cornwall resting at the buoy 
ahead of Mersey. 



 

 
Cornwall in a hard turn to Port 



 

 
Darwin on approach to the camera, showing the 

space for the Mk 13 missile launcher ahead of the 
bridge 



 

 
Manchester and Mersey manoeuvre together 



 

 
Cornwall in a high speed turn to Port 



 

 
Peter’s Darwin takes a last spin before departing Fleet Base Perth  


