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Australia Day dawned fine, with the weather bureau promising scorching
temperatures for Sydney and a respectable 34 degrees up at Wentworth Falls.

This year, rather than do battle with the City of Sydney Australia Day
bureaucracy in trying to organise our usual run as part of the Australia Day
activities at Cook and Phillip Park in the heart of the city, we said ‘sod it’ and
went off to a run at Wentworth Falls instead.

The water was cool; the breeze was great and a number of members made
the trek from the Central Coast, Sydney and elsewhere to join the Blue
Mountains locals for a sail.

The wind picked up during the afternoon, gusting very strongly from time to
time. At one point it flipped a marquee up and over, miraculously not damaging
any of the models that had been on tables under it.

The conditions on the water changed from glassy smooth early to quite
choppy, to very rough. Mike’s tug Kentishman ended up shipping so much




water that when taken out of the water, the water inside the hull was much
higher than the waterline outside the hull.

Geoff’'s Canadian frigate Annapolis was quite at home in the conditions, so
akin to those her 1:1 scale counterpart would have faced in the Atlantic,
however even she occasionally shipped a rogue wave over the bridge.

From an Association perspective it was an interesting day, we had one new
member sign up, with two other prospective members seen deep in
conversation with Allan while perusing the APS catalogue.

Fingers crossed for several new members, as new blood building new models
Is always welcome in the Task Force 72.

Report: Mike James, images Michael Elst and Mike James




Kokoda demonstrating the calm conditions early in the day




Peter's WW2 ASW escort HMAS Wilcannia passing Phil's corvette HMS Arabis at the buoy




River class frigate HMAS Diamantina rests in the calm before the storm




Visiting tug Burutu breasting the increasing swell



A line up of models nose into the breeze at anchor



Another visiting tug, Joffre, both visiting tugs were from the Hubertus Model Boat Club



Geoff's Indian frigate Godivari rolls in the growing swell



Michael's Kentishman butting into the wind and waves



Kentishman in the process of shipping a hull full of water



Demonstrating that she has no bow sonar, Annapolis prepares to plunge into a wave trough



Annapolis shipping them green in rough water



Annapolis drying out after battling the elements



