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This was the first TF72 running Day in Canberra for the forming Fleet Base 
Canberra.  It was held at beautiful Diddams Close which provides a wide 
gently sloping beach protected from the elements, backed by all the requisite 
facilities (trees, toilets, tables etc) required for a run. 
 
The run was attended by several TF 72 members; Peter Cole, Trevor Knights, 
Karl Maurer and Alex Goodieson, with Patricia Price, and Doug Bain from the 
ACT Model Boat Club joining in.  The day was calm and delightful and the 
water conditions excellent. 
 
The run went very well and started at about 0930 AM and finished by 1145 to 
avoid the heat of the day and the Australia Day revellers.  We did have some 
thoughtless clowns who let their dogs run amongst the models or chased 
sticks thrown into the water but firm but diplomatic (well that’s what Peter told 
me) words of advice to the owners cleared that issue. 
 



 

TF 72 boats present were Peter’s HMS Leopard, Karl’s superb WWI tug HMT 
Roll Call, Trevor Knight’s tug Cape Pasley and Alex’s HMAS Vampire (II) – 
always a fine site.  
 
We use this location for most of our runs, as it is also the location used by the 
ACT Model Boat Club for their runs and Regatta. 
 
We hope that Fleet Base Canberra, recently augmented by the arrival of 
Cameron Glassford, will conduct a regular series of runs such as this with the 
time of day being varied to account for Canberra’s seasons!  Call me if your in 
the area or likely to be. 
 
Report by David Peterson, images by Alex Goodieson 



 

 
Roll Call nested alongside Leopard 

 



 

 
Destroyer HMAS Vampire, tug HMT Roll Call and frigate HMS Leopard  



 

 
With the beach at Diddam’s Close in the background, Trevor’s’ tug demonstrates its manoeuvrability 



 

 
Alex’s Vampire at rest in the peaceful waters of Lake Gininderra 


