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The first run of the year and Sydney turned on fine clear skies and the forecast 
of a hot day. Exactly how hot was not really appreciated until the temperature 
soared past 30 by 10AM and kept rising.   
 
By midday it was 36 and scorching, with many members foregoing boating for 
seeking shade and the 30+ sunblock in great demand. 
 
The President led the way, turning up at 8AM and having a pleasant sail, then 
being joined by John, who was demonstrating his model of Silver Cloud to a 
person who had provided a pile of help in researching her during the models 
build stage. 
 
Other members straggled in all morning, with a roll out of almost a dozen 
enjoying some perfect conditions and lunch courtesy of Peter Jones. 
 
Carl was there with his Alfa class sub and Nanuchka missile boat, Peter was 
sea trialling his WW2 RAN auxiliary Wilcannia, Michael had the tug 
Kentishman and his Icelandic gunboat which was probably melting under the 



 

sunshine far from the freezing North Atlantic. Michael was trialling a new four-
channel radio that he had sourced, which ran flawlessly, happily driving 
Kentishman to the far side of the Dam and back.  
 
If anyone is interested a supply of these radios has now been sourced for Task 
Force 72 members, so contact Michael for more details. 
 
Mark left Melbourne at home and ran his Bathurst class Toowoomba, John 
had Silver Cloud, El Prez had Kokoda and Nemesis, Allan had Indian frigate 
Taragiri and his top heavy Flower class HMS Heather (stability issues, what 
stability issues?), joining Phil’s corvette Arabis and Geoff ran Leander and 
Cape Don. 
 
John and Deb Quick dropped by, as did Phil Somerville, who was collecting 
gear from Michael. David played model boat paparazzi for the day and all had 
a quite splendid time. 
 
Report: Mike James, images Michael Brown, Dave Rowlands and Mike James 



 

 
Michael’s Icelandic gunboat preparing to terrorise the Dam 

 



 

 
Phil’s corvette HMS Arabis demonstrates her Western Approaches colour scheme  



 

 
Carl’s Russian Nanuchka missile corvette Shkval (Squall) prepares to go into the water 



 

 
One way to stay cool was to head for the lake and stay into it 



 

 
HMS Arabis had an unusual history, serving under the White Ensign until 1942, then being transferred to the US 

Navy as USS Saucy, before being returned in 1945 and recommissioned into the RN as HMS Snapdragon. In 
1946 she was decommissioned and sold, recommissioning in 1947 as the merchant SS Katina. 



 

 
Pete’s still-building model of the HMAS Wilcannia, a former NSW North Coast steamer pressed into service as 

an anti-submarine escort in WW2. Seen here on her first sea trial 



 

 
Arabis passes Kokoda, left at the buoy while her owner was busy taking photos 



 

 
Arabis following Heather, probably waiting to rescue the crew when she capsizes from all the top weight 



 

 
Top view of the partially built Wilcannia, clearly showing her merchant heritage 



 

 
Kentishman making a good speed while trialling her new radio gear 



 

 
Icelandic gunboat patrolling the balmy waters of Manly Dam



 

 
 

Heavy traffic on Manly Dam on a beautiful 
sunny day with five models running in a 

single shot 
 

From the top, the passenger liner Silver 
Cloud, tug Kentishman, short-focsle WW2 

corvette Heather, long focsle WW2 
corvette Arabis and RAN auxiliary 

Wilcannia. 


