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2008 was our thirteenth regatta since the formation of the club and as most will
know, 13 isn’t a lucky number. Thus it was that our 13" regatta got underway
under wet and blustery conditions on Saturday, 22 November 2008.

The conditions started out poor and got worse, with the winds rising to gale
force conditions, wrecking marquee’s, damaging models with wind-blown
debris, driving whitecaps through the normally placid anchorage area and
contributing to the bleak mood experienced by the members who were there.

2008 was the worst weather conditions ever experienced at a regatta, with the
rain and winds joined by a plummeting thermometer, ominous black clouds
rolling in and only the most brave or foolhardy actually attempting to sail boats
or submarines in the extreme conditions. Waves up to 20 centimetres were
sweeping across the lake, which translates into scale waves of over 40 feet in
height.

Despite the foul conditions, we were honoured to have Lieutenant Commander
Anthony Hanley of the Royal Australian Navy as our reviewing officer.




Together with his wife, they braved the conditions to inspect the models, chat
to their builders and bestow the “Bravo Zulu award on the ship which, in his
opinion, represented the best ship of the Regatta.

LCDR Hanley, in common with many previous reviewing officers, noted that
selecting a ‘best model’ was extremely difficult, however he had determined
that John Konda'’s Krivak Ill frigate; Dzerzhinsky was the ‘Bravo Zulu’ winner
for 2008.

In accepting the award John graciously and quite rightly accepted the award
on behalf of the model’s original builder, the late Peter Wilkinson. John has
rebuilt significant parts of Dzerzhinsky but highlighted Peter‘s initial hard work
as the basis for the final model we see today.

No sooner had John accepted the award from LCDR Hanley than he was
called upon to once again step forward to accept another award, this time the
Wentworth Shield.




The Wentworth Shield is voted upon by the members of Task Force 72,
selecting the model that in their opinion most encapsulates the hard work and
dedication that goes into building an outstanding model and epitomises the
best of the model builder’s craft.

John’s scratch built model of the United States Hospital Ship St Olaf was
selected by the members of the club as the best model of the Regatta for
2008. This is John's second award of the Wentworth Shield in three years,
having won with another unusual model, the repair ship USS Palawan, in
2006.

With the awards made and the weather deteriorating, the decision was made
by mid-afternoon to call it a day and reconvene for the traditional Chinese
banguet at the local restaurant, as opposed to the normal lakeside venue.

This decision proved to be very timely, as the less than an hour after the
decision to pack up was made, first sleet, then snow commenced falling. Snow
in November? Global warming? Hal!




Members reconvened at the local restaurant that night for a pleasant meal,
while the temperature outside remained in the low single digits, making us all
pleased we were inside. The food, as usual, was excellent and the company
great.

The following morning conditions were, if anything, worse than the previous
day, and the decision was sadly made to cancel the day’s activities, strike the
campsite and call it an early day.

It was a disappointing end to a much-anticipated weekend and in view of the
conditions (our third weekend of less than optimal weather) the decision has
been made to move the next regatta to the 1% weekend of December.

Thus the 2009 Task Force 72 Annual Regatta will be held at Wentworth Falls
Lake on the weekend of 5/6 December. Lets keep our fingers crossed for
better weather.




Report: Mike James, images Michael Brown, Dave Rowlands, Craig Taylor
and Michel Elst
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Th snow tht hit Saturda aftrnoon







John’s Wentworth Shield winning US Army hospital ship St Olaf




Tartar ships a ‘greenie’ out on the wild water




Keith’s Type 23 Frigate HMS Westminster early on the day
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Three of Vince’s early RAN warships, HMA Ships Anzac, Platypus and Tasmania




e of the KGB Border Guard
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Bravo Zulu winner RFS Dzerzhinsky, a Krlvak 1] frlgat
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Peter’'s Torrené, Vorvskiy and Leopard share a table
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HMS Fearless, HMAS Sydney and Silver Cloud sit out the horrible co

nditions




Tartar, or Ratrat as she was known to her crew, rolls on her beam-ends




The weather was no respecter of anyone’s ships



A close up of the Seagull on the catapult on Phil's HMAS Sydney



The last word on the 2008 Annual Regatta



