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On Saturday 20 September, a small group of TF72 members from the Central 
Coast area (FBHC) along with the obligatory hangers-on from Sydney & 
beyond gathered together at the Central Coast Grammar School (CCGS) for 
a get together trial & appraisal run (GITTAR). Thanks to all who attended. 
 
We must thank member David Batagol for organising the possible use of this 
venue & liaising with the school authorities, he tells me the Headmaster is 
quite keen to see the pond made use of in a responsible manner, so there will 
definitely be no wild boozy midnight parties on the agenda, we will leave that 
to the students! 
 
The pond itself is not large, so it would be inadvisable to run a model any 
larger than destroyer size (2m). It’s roughly teardrop shape with a large 
manoeuvring area at the southern end and an island at the northern end, 
which seemed to keep getting in the way of my “ C.G. Belgrano” as it has a bit 
of height & hides the models from view for a few seconds. 
 



 

The water is accessible all around, although with difficulty along the western 
side, as there is a high rock wall, which is a bit too high to work off, there are 2 
rock drainage channels in this wall, which are at water level and yesterday we 
found to be the most appropriate launch & recovery spots, It’s obvious that the 
water level yesterday was down about 10cm from normal as you can see by 
the mark on the rock wall. 
  
This western side has been landscaped, (quite nicely) but there is no shade to 
speak of, whereas the eastern side has been left in its natural state and is 
quite shady and has good access right up to the water’s edge. Although a bit 
overgrown, we feel that with a bit of assistance from the school’s gardening & 
maintenance staff a very pleasant & useable length of this shoreline (about 10 
- 12 m) could be turned into a launch & recovery beach. 
 
David B will talk to the appropriate people to see what can be done for us. 
I personally ended the day with a far more positive outlook than I started with, 
as it is a lovely, feel good area and was quite pleasant in the late afternoon on 
a hot windy day. 



 

I think every one else there thought it worthy of pursuing further, any other 
comments from attendees would be welcome. 
 
Our next get together at CCGS will be on Saturday 14th November when the 
school is holding their Annual Fair, we have been invited to run & display for 
the multitudes from mid-day to 5pm.  
 
As usual more info will be posted on the TF72 website when sorted out.  
Lastly, member Steve Craig was in attendance with his first major 1/72 RC 
model to launch on her maiden run, a modified Daring class destroyer (APS 
kit), he hasn’t decided if she will be Vampire or Vendetta yet. After the usual 
glitches & near disasters, all systems ended up working properly, & Steve 
went home happy, to take a couple of Valium no doubt, well done Steve, if 
anyone got some shots (of the model, NOT Steve), please show us. 
 
Report and images: Allan Pew 



 

 
The picturesque surroundings of Central Coast Grammar School 

 



 

 
Alan’s General Belgrano patrols the water of CCGS 



 

 
This side of the lake was perfect for the skippers



 

 
David Batagol trying to keep an eye on a sub in the lake’s brown waters 

 



 

 
Michael Brown wondering ‘now where did I put my boat”?



 

 
The small island, perfect for hiding behind 



 

 
Parking is available not too far from the lake 



 

 
Probably the best launching point 



 

 
A busy collection of boaters 



 

 
Skippering from the rock wall 



 

 
A Flower class with a daring further out



 

 
Subs hiding in the murky water 



 

 
USS Flasher and a Swedish sub on manoeuvres 



 

 
A busy scene out on the water 


